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TEXT:  Matthew 21:1-11 
THEME:  SEE, YOUR KING COMES TO YOU 
 

Dear Forgiven Children of God: 
 
Today is Palm Sunday.  This is the first day of the holiest week of the year.  It 
is a day on which we see Jesus enter Jerusalem in seeming triumph.  Finally 
he is getting the recognition he deserves!  Finally people seem to recognize 
that he is the one whom Peter had confessed earlier when he stated, “You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16). 
 
But wait a minute.  Look at how the history of this holy day unfolds.  It begins 
with nothing but utter lowliness.  What kind of king needs to borrow 
transportation on which to ride as he enters his capital in triumph?  For 
example, our country’s president has a bus that cost $1.1 million and a limo 
that cost $300,000.  Plus there is a fleet of 45 government cars that 
accompany him on most trips in the USA and abroad.  But look at the 
transportation that Jesus chooses!  There is no jewel-encrusted chariot pulled 
by splendid white stallions!  He comes on a donkey with its colt.  A donkey!  
And a borrowed one at that!  What kind of king can that be?  He seems so 
poor, so needy. 
 
Is he still as needy at the beginning of this Holy Week as he was entering that 
first one?  Well, yes, in a certain sense he is.  He came into that first Holy 
Week to redeem us.  And now he longs for us to embrace him and his work of 
salvation for us.  He wants us to sigh with heart and soul:  “Oh, Lord Jesus, 
you loved me even to the death of the cross.  I trust you and all that you have 
done for my salvation.  You are truly my Savior and my God!” 
 
What a strange neediness that is!  He does not want our help in the work of 
our own salvation.  In fact, he insists that we cannot help with our own 
salvation.  He does not accept our efforts at saving ourselves.  Instead, he just 
wants us to receive the forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life in heaven that 
he won for us in that first Holy Week.  On this Palm Sunday, rejoice that you 
have this highest honor, not of doing for him but of receiving from him all the 
benefits of that week, the most holy week in all of history! 
 
Yet when I think of Holy Week, it is a time that is so full of contrasts for me.  
Perhaps it seems that way for you as well.  Everything seems topsy-turvy in 
Holy Week!  The King who comes to us, at first appearing so needy, is none 
other than almighty God in the flesh.  This King who comes is all-powerful, the 
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very center and the Lord of all history.  And yet he is gentle and riding on a 
borrowed donkey.  This lowly but all-powerful King who comes is headed for a 
cross. 
 
The events of that first Holy Week can seem like they out of Jesus’ control.  
But it was all foretold long before.  In our reading today, Matthew is quoting 
from the Old Testament prophet, Zechariah.  That prophet, like all other 
prophets of the Old Testament, looked ahead to this Jesus who would come.  
He would certainly be a King, a King above all others:  he would be the virgin-
born Son of God, as Isaiah had prophesied.  “Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign:  The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and 
will call him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).  But as Zechariah foretold it in our first 
lesson today:  the God-made-flesh would come just as lowly as we see him at 
his entry into Jerusalem on a borrowed beast of burden.  “Rejoice greatly, 
Daughter Zion!  Shout, Daughter Jerusalem!  See, your king comes to 
you,    righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, 
the foal of a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). 
 
Why does he come at all, this focus of the Bible and the ruler of the universe?  
He comes because our need was so great that no one less than God himself 
could save us.  Our sin and guilt and shame required nothing less than the 
work of God himself in human flesh to redeem us and rescue us from the hell 
that we deserve. 
 
But why so lowly in appearance?  Because if he had come in majesty and 
might, scowling and shouting, we would think that he really didn’t want to 
come, much less want to save us.  He comes in such humility so that we will 
not run from him in terror.  He comes in lowliness so that we will welcome him 
and gladly receive him and all that he about to do for our salvation. 
 
And so he comes, the center of God’s Word, the center of all history; he 
comes to become the center of our lives for time and for eternity.  “Look, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29).  In his 
Word this Holy Week he comes to you, to each of you and to me, gentle and 
lowly, as your Savior and your King.  Let us bow before him in humble 
confession of our sin, sin so great that nothing less than the work of his God-
King could rescue us from it.  And then let us sing our glad welcome to him 
and pray that he and his Word may become more and more the center of our 
hearts and lives.  Amen. 


